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The Essex Troop Association ï 1315 Pleasant Valley Way ï West Orange, NJ - 07052 

 

Boots And Saddles 
 

2010 CALENDAR 
 OF EVENTS 

 

I hope everyone had a Safe and Happy Holiday I know that 

for those that attended our joint Holiday Party with the Iron-
Horsemen of the old 5

th
 Tank Battalion a good time was 

had by all and in many ways it was a renewal of old and a 
making of new friends with common goals. Thanks to LTC 
Chris Schrieks for attending with several of the officers 
from the 50

th
 BSTB and the presentation by him of a flag 

which was flown in Iraq. Major Bill Morris was there 
representing the 1/102

nd
 Cavalry Squadron and having 

these newly returned veterans from both organizations was 
appreciated by all in attendance. We had a break from 
traditions these past few years by having the Holiday Party 
of site from the West Orange Armory and I believe it has 
worked out well for the organization. My thanks to all who 
supported this great activity and especially John Keeler 
from the 5

th
 Tank and Ron, Stan, Myles, Walt and Mike job 

well done.  
   Earlier this year we lost another member of the ñClass of 
41ò Trooper George King who passed on to stand 
formation at Fiddlers Green. Ron Fahey and I attended the 
services and paid our respect to the family. This was 
particularly emotional for me when I realized that this was a 
friend of my Dad who I had not seen since I was six years 
old. Ron and I stood in the vestibule of the church when an 
older woman came in and immediately hugged me and 
called me by name. I was somewhat surprised but quickly 
realized that this was someone who had mistaken me for 
my Dad. In recovering I engaged Kate King in conversation 
only to be reminded that George and Kate lived in Newark 
directly behind our house and Kate and my mom were 
good friends. The family had brought memorabilia to the 
church that consisted of some of the original brass, photos 
and horsemanship awards that went back to the early 
1930ôs and we stayed to visit for almost an hour. They 
appreciated our being there and explained about how 
proud George was to have been a member of the Essex 
Troop.   
   In closing I would remind all of our members to support 
our Troops and pray for their safe return. God Bless them 
all and this Great Country. 
 
Faith and Fortitude 
 
William J. Marshall 
BG, USA (Retired) 
President 
 

  
 

March 20, 2010: 
Regimental Reunion at the WOA 1400 hrs 
 
 April 10, 2010: 
 Annual Business Meeting and Elections, 
 1400 hrs at the WOA 
 
June 26, 2010: 
120th Reunion of the Essex Troop ï Tentative, Location 
TBD 
 
 August 28, 2010: 
Essex Troop Picnic, Sea Girt 
 
December 18, 2010: 
Essex Troop Christmas Party, WOA 

The Essex Troop Association 
1315 Pleasant Valley Way 
West Orange, NJ 07052 

(973) 736-0952     email: etroop@verizon.net 

www.essextroop.org 
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nd

 Vice President ééééééé..éé. Louis F. Dulfer 
Secretary é.éééééé...ééé.éééé.Walter Gill 
Treasure éééééééé..é.é Dave VanBenschoten 
Sergeant at Arms ééééé..ééé..Vernon Pedersen 
Past President ééé.ééééé.ééé.é Ron Fahey 
Chaplainéééééé..ééééééééMichael Festa 

TRUSTEES 

Walter Hill ï Stanley Krenkowitz - Frank Dulfer 

 Myles Rahill ï Ronald Fahey ï Dean Spenzos 
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The 50
th
 BSTB has completed all the mandatory post 

mobilization training and events and is now poised to begin 
building the foundation for the Special Troops Battalion.  
   Our strength continues to grow. Our Co. A, which is the 
Combat  Engineer Company, has seen a twofold increases 
in strength over the past several months and continues to 
grow. Co. C, the Signal Company, is scheduled for New 
Equipment Training (NET) this summer. Some soldiers will 
be away at school for 10 weeks as we prepare to field the 
new signal equipment. Co. B, The Military Intelligence 
Company, now stationed in the West Orange Armory 
continues to build strength. They have a hard road ahead 
to complete their transformation. The MOSô require many 
months of training. One in particular requires the soldier to 
attend 9 weeks of basic training followed by 18 months of 
language school and an additional 15 weeks of AIT.  
The BSTB thanks the Essex Troop for adopting us. 
Through our Officer Professional Development Program we 
are building an EôSpirit de Corps not unlike that of the 
Armor Battalion. We hope to hold our first meeting of the 
new BSTB Officerôs Association in June. Election of officers 
will take place and we will make part of the dues paid go to 
cover dues in the Essex Troop. With this we hope to keep 
the organizational ties to the Troop as this battalion was 
and still will be an off shoot of the 2-102 Armor.  
   BSTB educational note taken from FM 3-90.61:  
   The creation of modular brigades began in 2004. To 
form the BSTB, platoon-to-company sized units were 
reorganized and reassigned from traditional division or 
separate brigade units. During these conversions, the 
dissolving of company parent organizations and smaller 
units regularly assigned to brigades removed their unit 
services of command, control, and administration. To 
accommodate these vital brigade services, the brigade 
special troops battalion (BSTB) was formed so BCT 
commanders could concentrate their efforts on the enemy, 
not on the daily efforts of sustaining brigade support. The 
BSTB provides command and control (C2), administrative, 
and sustainment support to organic and attached combat 
support units. Included among these units are a military 
intelligence (MI) company; a signal network support 
company; an engineer company (IBCT only); a military 
police (MP) platoon; and a chemical, biological, 
radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) platoon. Common 
attachments are likely to include civil affairs (CA), public 
affairs (PA), psychological operations (PSYOP), explosive 
ordnance disposal (EOD), chemical units, and other 
modular enablers providing support as the BCT requires. 
 

 

LTC Christopher Schrieks                                        
Commander                                                                      
50

th
 Brigade Special Troops Battalion, 50

th
 IBCT 

 

 

Commanderôs Notes 
50

th
 BSTB 

 

Commanderôs Notes 
102

nd
 Cavalry 

 
 As the new Commander of the 1

st
 Squadron 102

nd
 

Cavalry, I sincerely appreciate this opportunity to address 
the members of the Essex Troop for the first time.  I hope 
that you all enjoyed the holidays and have a prosperous 
and healthy New Year.   
     Having served my ñcompany gradeò time in the 
2/102

nd
 Armor and as a member of the Essex Troop for 

many years, I am truly honored to ñcome homeò and take 
Command of the Squadron. 
As many of you know, there have been many changes in 
our Command Team.  CSM Tom Decker has taken the 
reigns from CSM Marvian, and MAJ Bill Morris has been 
assigned as the Executive Officer as well as the FTSS for 
the Squadron.  We all wish LTC Spenzos, CSM Marvian, 
and MAJ Coakley the greatest successes in their new 
assignments.  1LT Craddock assumed command of B 
Troop, CPT Tirri has taken command of C Troop, CPT 
Sproessor has taken command of D Company. 
  These past few months have been very busy for the 
Squadron. In November, the Town of Westfield, with the 
assistance of Nancy LaCorte and the Family Readiness 
Group, officially welcomed home the Squadron from their 
tour in Iraq with a welcome home parade and a carnival 
at the Westfield Armory.  The streets were lined with 
members of the community cheering on the Squadron 
and welcoming everyone home.  Many soldiers were 
seen marching on News12 NJ, and a few were even 
interviewed. 
  On 05 December, we had our Change of Command / 
Change of Responsibility Ceremony at the Westfield 
Armory.  This Ceremony also included the unfurling of 
the new 102

nd
 Cavalry colors.  This was done with 

assistance from BG (Ret) Dulfer and CSM (Ret) Dulfer, 
who we wish to thank for enhancing the professionalism 
and the meaning of this historic event.  We would also 
like to thank all the Essex Troop members who were in 
attendance that day. 
  The December drill also included the Holiday parties 
throughout the Squadron.  Our troopers, soldiers and 
their families all came out to enjoy some quality time 
together and partake in the festivities. 
  January and the New Year gets the Squadron back to 
the basics in training.  We will be working from the 
ñground-upò training in our soldier skills and specific 
Cavalry duties.  This is significant after having spent the 
last two years training and deploying in various ñnon-
traditionalò assignments.  
     I look forward to working with the Essex Troop and 
continuing the heritage and traditions of the Cavalry in 
New Jersey under our new Squadron Colors. 
 
 
LTC Edward Chrystal 
Commander 
1st Squadron, 102nd Cavalry Regiment, 50th IBCT 
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102
nd

 Calvary Change of Command Ceremony 
 

The Squadron colors are brought forward by the outgoing commander, LTC Dean Spenzos 

 

 

The Squadron is formed on the drill form at the Westfield Armory 
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The Squadron staff, lead by MAJ William Morris, stands at ease. 

LTC Chrystal accepts the Squadron colors from the 50
th
 BCT commander, COL Steve Ferrari 
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2009 Essex Troop Christmas Party 
 
 
The 2009 Essex Troop and Iron Horsemen of the 5

th
 Tank Christmas Party was held at Zeris Restaurant in Mountain 

Lakes, NJ on 12 December 2009. There were 105 guests present.  The evening started with a TROOP hosted ñMeet and 
Greetò hour of conviviality in the cocktail lounge to get reacquainted with old friends and meet new ones.  A buffet dinner 
followed in the dining room. 
  The evening continued with the presentation of the ñCOLONEL JAMES E. FLEMINGò awards to the family of Sergeant 
First Class Joseph Mulford and the widow of Lieutenant Colonel Knute Seebohm, both of whom passed away late this 
year before they could receive their awards.  BG (Ret) Marshall was the presenter. 
  LTC Knute Seebohm served many years as an armor officer in Germany and later in both the 5

th
 battalion (Iron 

Horsemen) and the 2
nd

 battalion (Essex Troop).  His wife, Janet, attended and received the tribute.  SFC Joseph Mulford 
was a longtime member of the Essex Troop 102

nd
 Armored Cavalry Regiment serving in food services and finally being 

appointed the Regimental Mess Steward.  
   This year we were fortunate to welcome back soldiers of the 102

nd
 CAV and 50

th
 BSTB who were deployed in Iraq during 

the last Christmas party.  Thanks to the Troop, everyone who came to the party will be able to enjoy a holiday brew in 
his/her new beer mug engraved with the 102 Cavalry crest designed to be a take home gift souvenir.  We wish you all a 
Happy and Healthy New Year for 2010.  See you at the 120

th
 REUNION. 

       
 
 

 

 

 

 

Janet Seebohm receives the Fleming award LTC Schrieks 50 BSTB Cdr presents a  flag flown in 
Iraq to LTC Krenkowitz 

 

Various attendees enjoying the festivities Officers and NCOs of the 50
th
 BSTB 


