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102nd Regiment Association/Essex Troop ï 1315 Pleasant Valley Way ï West Orange, NJ - 07052 

 

President's Message 
 

Once again I have been asked to lead our Association as its President. I have committed myself to act with honor to the 
heritage and long standing mission of the Essex Troop. This year we will celebrate the 120

th
 Anniversary of the formation of 

the The Essex Troop. That in itself is a monumental achievement for any organization. First formed on May 26, 1890 in 
Newark, NJ, I believe this date moves The Essex Troop to the head of the class, as the oldest military association in the 
State of New Jersey. As the NJ Army National Guard grows, so must The Essex Troop, therefore I have four initiatives I 
would like to announce.  
Initiative One - I have taken step to rename The Essex Troop as the 102d Cavalry Regiment Association ï Essex Troop. 
The Essex Troop is an old and honorable organization; we will continue to hold those values, lineage and traditions of The 
Essex Troop. However; the younger soldiers; our replacements, identify their service with the 102d Armor, 102d Cavalry or 
the 50th BSTB. All have their roots in the Essex Troop. I feel this action will improve our relationship with the new generation 
while maintaining the heritage of the Essex Troop. 
Initiative Two ï Restate the mission of The Essex Troop, by using the standards found in Article II of the Constitution of The 
Essex Troop as our base. These long standing traditions and commitments of The Essex Troop are our foundation and will 
continue to be the foundation of the Regimental Association. Using Article II as a platform I will enhance our relationship 
throughout New Jersey, but first and foremost with the soldiers under the umbrella of the 102d Cavalry Regiment. 
Initiative Three ï Establish a committee of Regimental Troopers to research and document the lineage and honors of the 
102d Regiment. I have been dealing with this research for many years and have come to one solid conclusion; that is that 
the State of NJ has done a poor job of maintaining the necessary documents for any NJNG organization, especially the 102d 
Regiment. The history and lineage of the 102d is available for most decades, but much of the documentation for a few 
important decades are lost or misfiled. Therefore I am placing a challenge on the table to all members to get involved in this 
project. As time goes by, I will announce more about this project.   
Initiative Four ï Membership challenge, GET INVOLVED with your organization. Currently, the functions of the Association 
are in the hands of a few dedicated members. An organization is only as good as its membership. We have the 120

th
 

Reunion scheduled for September 25, 2010. I have formed a committee and BG (Ret) Frank Dulfer has volunteered to be 
the 102d Reunion Committee Chairman. Frank will need help in organizing this reunion; here is an opportunity to get 
involved. We have several other projects, social functions and just day-to-day stuff that you as a member can be part of.  
   Thank you for confidence in my abilities to represent the Association over the next two years. I look forward to seeing and 
speaking with everyone during the next two years. 
 
 Fide et Fortitudine 
Walter J. Hill 
President 
 
 

Editorôs Note/Newsletter Change: 

 Over the course of the 120 year history of the Essex Troop Association, the United States Army and the New Jersey Army National 

Guard have gone through many organizational changes. We turned in our horses for tanks and then tanks for HUMVEEs. Close Combat 
Optics have replaced iron sights. And fatigues have given way to the Army Combat Uniform.                                                                                                                                                             
   The latest reorganization of the New Jersey National Guard has returned us to the core of our heritage, Cavalry. The establishment of 
the 1

st
 Squadron, 102

nd
 Cavalry has brought our history full circle. The new Squadron was organized from companies of the 2

nd
 Battalion, 

102
nd

 Armor and the 5
th

 Squadron, 117
th

 Cavalry. Other companies have transitioned/reorganized into the 50
th

 Brigade Special Troops 
Battalion. These units and our historical units, 102

nd
 Cavalry Group/Squadron, 117

th
 Cavalry Squadron and 38

th
 Cavalry Squadron, 

constitute the Essex Troop Association legacy.                                                                                                                                                              
   And so, as the Essex Troop Association moves forward into the future, we must transform ourselves to reflect the realities of today and 
maintain our historical connections. In order to create a broader, more responsive Association, the Officers and Trustees have moved to 
initiate the use of the term ñ102

nd
 Cavalry Regiment Associationò as the common name for the Essex Troop Association. We believe that 

this name is more relevant to todayôs Soldier. The Essex Troop legacy will continue to be an integral part of the Associationôs mission.  
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The Brigade Special Troops Battalion continues to build its organization into a cohesive formation. We recently received a 

crop of new soldiers bringing our strength to over 100%. This is great news and shows the commitment and dedication of 
our citizens to step up in this time of war and contribute to the defense of our country. 
There is a lot happening in the near future for our battalion. We have successfully partitioned the state and have approval for 
the move of both Co A the combat engineer company and Co C the signal company to the West Orange Armory. This will 
place all three of our line companies into one location. This is a big move as both the signal company and the MI company 
can better support the BDE. 
   We will be fielding this summer the new signal network equipment and soldiers will be sent to Ft. Gordon to train on this 
new state of the art system. Some soldiers will deploy for up to 4 months to train.  Our Engineers will be fielding new mine 
detectors this summer also. Next year is the big one for fielding as we will be receiving our new airplanes. The MI company 
will field its Unmanned Arial Vehicle. This platoon will be moving to Lakehurst NAS where it will be able to fly and train 
alongside the aviators of the state.  
   Our Engineer company has made in roads and reached out to the 104

th
 Engineer Association. They were very pleased 

that there is a presence again in the state of engineers. We hope to build a relationship with their organization for them much 
like our association with the Essex Troop.  

LTC Christopher Schrieks                                                                                                                                                        
Commander                                                                                                                                                                                
50

th
 Brigade Special Troops Battalion, 50

th
 IBCT 

 

 

Commanderôs Notes - 102
nd

 Cavalry 
 
 The past few months have been extremely busy for the Troopers of the 1

st
 Squadron 102

nd
 Cavalry.  The Squadron Staff 

and Troop leadership have been inundated with priorities such as the CLRT inspection, planning and coordinating for Annual 
Training, and attending their military education courses. 
     The Command Logistics Review Team (CLRT) inspection was conducted this month throughout the NJ National Guard. 
C Troop in Hackettstown was inspected in the area of Physical Security.  Their satisfactory rating in this inspection 
contributed to the overall positive remarks made by the review team.  Squadron XO MAJ Morris was an integral part of this 
rating through his proactive leadership and his establishment of the pre-inspection team that made its way throughout the 
Squadron ensuring all the Troops and their armories were prepared. 
     Our Annual Training period at Camp Smith, NY from 14 August through 21 August is approaching quickly and the 
Squadron is preparing for intense training under the direction of the S-3 and MAJ Hague and his OPS SGM, SGM Hannigan.  
This planning and coordination includes events such as weapons qualifications, individual soldier skills, and a Squadron 
Spur Ride.  A Mobile Training Team (MTT) from Ft Huachuca, Arizona is coming to Camp Smith to train C Troop in 
ñTrackingò, which is the latest coveted skill of the individual infantry recon soldier. 
     Speaking of the Squadronôs Operations section, our own SGM Jonny Hannigan recently graduated the Sergeants Major 
Academy at Fort Bliss, Texas.  The graduation was attended by the Squadron Commander, the Director of the Joint Staff 
and the State CSM. 
     Personnel changes continue as the members of the Squadron advance and move up in rank.  Our own MSG Rowe 
recently took the reigns of HHT 1SG, replacing 1SG Kraus, who moved on to Brigade.  1LT (P) Mike Cruz took Command of 
A Troop during a small ceremony in the ñfieldò at Fort Dix, taking over from CPT Tarricone, who is moving up to the 
Operations Section.  Also during this ceremony, CPT Tarricone, CPT Bailey, and 1SG Rizzo were presented with the Order 
of St. George Medals. 
     The Squadron is actively engaged in Memorial Day ceremonies this year throughout the state.  The Squadron 
Commander will be the Grand Marshal of the Scotch Plains / Fanwood Memorial Day Parade, which will also include the 
Squadron CSM, a Squadron Color Guard and some vehicles. 
     The Squadron members that attended the Essex Troop reunion in March had a great time and appreciated the 
opportunity to mingle and ñtip a fewò with friends of old.  We look forward to future events and wish everyone a safe and 
enjoyable summer season. 
 
LTC Edward Chrystal 
Commander 
1st Squadron, 102nd Cavalry Regiment, 50th IBCT 
 

Commanderôs Notes - 50
th

 BSTB 
  



  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

The Essex Troop Association 
1315 Pleasant Valley Way 
West Orange, NJ 07052 

(973) 736-0952     email: etroop@verizon.net 
www.essextroop.org 

OFFICERS 
President éé..éééééé.ééééé.éWalter J. Hill 
1

st
 Vice Presidentéé éé.ééé...Michael J. Renahan 

2
nd

 Vice President éé.ééééé..éé. Louis F. Dulfer 
Secretary é.éé..éééé...ééé.éééé.Walter Gill 
Treasure ééééééééééé..é..é.é Myles Rahill 
Sergeant at Arms ééééé..ééé..Vernon Pedersen 
Past President ééééééé...éééWilliam Marshall 

          Chaplainéééééé.é..ééééééééMichael Festa 
          Newsletterééééééééééééé..éé.Frank Dulfer 

TRUSTEES 

Michael Renahan ï Stanley Krenkowitz - Frank Dulfer 

 Myles Rahill ï Ronald Fahey ï Dean Spenzos 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

EVENT / MEETING                                  DATE  
 
120th Reunion                                        25 Sep 2010 
West Orange Armory                             1800-2000 Hrs 
 
 Army-Rutgers Football Game               16 Oct 2010 
Tailgate Party                                                TBA 
 
Christmas Party                                       18 Dec 2010 
West Orange Armory                               1400-1800 Hrs 
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120th Ann iversary Celebration  
 

The Association will celebrate the 120th anniversary of the forming of the Essex Troop and the 102nd Cavalry. The 

celebration will be held at the home of the Essex Troop, the West Orange Armory on Saturday, September 25. Mark your 
calendars. More information to follow. Anyone wishing to help or be part of the organizing committee can contact Frank 
Dulfer at fwdulfer@verizon.net or through the Association office. 

 

The Association has provided support to the Lake 

Hopatcong Elks Support A Squad program. Below is an 
excerpt from a letter received from the Elks. 
 
I am happy to report that this yearôs Support A Squad was 
another HUGE success for our Lodges.  After the re-pack 
and re-sort of March 26th I am upgrading the estimated 
value of the supplies received for the troops to be $9,000.  
As is our custom whatever supplies canôt be sent overseas 
due to military restrictions is sent to the Womenôs Shelter 
and held over for our Picnic for the Veterans from the Lyons 
Vet Hospital.  This year we had $750 of supplies for the 
shelter and $500 for the vets.  When you add in the 
donations from the Essex Troop and the Lodges members 
this yearôs grand total for the event comes to $10,425!!!!!                                                                                                                                                     
   We sent 1,263 pounds of supplies overseas which brings 
this programs total to over 3 TONS of supplies sent over the 
last 3 years!!!  Let me say that again, this is over 6,000 
pounds of supplies sent to our men and women in uniform.                                                                                                                                  
é we supported 8 squads this year, and this includes 2 
hospitals in Afghanistan and for the first time a sailor on the 
USS Iwo Jima.  I want to thank the following folks for their 
help and support throughout this yearôs project, The men 
and Women of the New Jersey National Guard 50th BSTB 
who provided all the muscle that day, the scout troops from 
Fairfield and West Caldwell. é 
 
Fraternally,                                                                                                                                             
James ñBatmanò Christian                                                                                                                       
Riding for the Right Reasons                                                                                                                    
Lake Hopatcong Elks Lodge #782 
 

Association Supports Elks 
Support A Squad Program 

 

Dues Notice 
 
  Annual dues are due January 1 of each year. If you have 

not yet sent in your dues, please renew your membership 
as soon as possible. Send in your $15.00 to the attention of 
the Membership Committee.   
 

mailto:etroop@verizon.net
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French  
Legion Of Honor 

Walter J.Hill 
 

In 2004 the French Government authorized the award of 

the Legion of Honor ï chevalier to all American Service 
men and woman, for service in France. The Legion of 
Honor is the highest award for civilian and military of 
France, once restricted to citizens of France only; it was 
awarded to foreign nationals for heroic service during 
World War I. In 1999 it was awarded to surviving World 
War I veterans for service in France.  
  During the First Republic of France Napoleon Bonaparte 
establish the Legion of Honor on May 19, 1802, for 
heroism by a citizen of France. Soon after five classes of 
the award were instituted and they are: Knight (Chevalier), 
Officer (Officier), Commander (Commandeur), Grand 
Officer (Grand Officier) and Grand Cross (Grand Croix). All 
living American World War II veterans having served in 
France are eligible for the award of the Legion of Honor ï 
Knight.   
  The process is lengthy, but worth the effort for the 
veteran. Currently, France is awarding approximately 100 
Legions of Honor every year. The representatives of the 
French Government have awarded the Legion at the 
veteranôs home or in a public ceremony.  
The application for the award must include official 
documentation that outlines the veteranôs specific service 
in France during World War II. Individual discharge papers 
will indicate service, copies of general or special orders 
(promotion, transfer or awards) and official documentation 
that mentions the veteranôs specific service in France. The 
Essex Troop maintains copies of the operational records 
for the 102d Group and Squadron. 
We have several copies of many orders for individuals 
assigned to the 102d Group and the 38

th
 and 102d 

Squadrons. For the specific application process, 
information is available through the Defense Attaché, 
Embassy of France, 4101 Reservoir Road NW, 
Washington D.C. 20007 or 202-944-6502. Our local expert 
is Colonel (ret) Dennis Dougherty; President of the 117

th
 

CAV Association, you can reach Dennis at www.117th-
cav.org.  If you know a World War II veteran, the time is 
now for the application.  
  Currently, several members from the 38

th
, 102d and 117

th
 

Squadrons have been awarded the Legion of Honor. Most 
recently was Edward J. Leonard of Pompton Plains, NJ. 
Ed served with the 117

th
 as Sergeant in B Troop, most 

notably his actions during Operations of Task Force Butler 
in Southern France. Several other members of the Class 
of ô41 have already received the Legion of Honor and to all 
those men we extend our heart felt congratulations, itôs a 
recognition that is long overdue.   
 
 

 

 

We are happy to welcome as new Active members LTC 

Richard Reitberger assigned to JFHQ-Air Ft Dix who is also 
the current President of the  National Guard Association of 
New Jersey, and CPT (Ret) Alexander Jeyschune who 
served in HHC, CoA and Co C 2/102 Armor from 1977-
1986, also Associate members Edward A. Matthews and 
Leo Matthews who are the son and grandson (respectively) 
of Sergeant Edward C. Matthews who served in The Essex 
Troop 102d Cavalry from 1941 to 1945.  Sgt Matthews 
(deceased) trained at Ft Jackson with the Troop and 
landed on Normandy Beach as a member of B Troop. 
 

Welcome To Our  
Newest Members 

117
th

 Cavalry Association 
Biennial Reunion 

The 2010 117 Cavalry Association Biennial Reunion will be 

held on October 23, 2010. 
   Where: Gibbs Hall, Fort Monmouth, NJ 
   Cost:    $45.00 per person (reservations prior to Aug 20) 
               $50.00 per person (reservations after Aug 20) 
Contact the 117

th
 Association at www.117th-cav.org for 

more information. 
 

Pôburg Armory Picnic 
 

Calling all former members of the NJARNG associated 

with units headquartered or attached to the Phillipsburg 
Armory. Join us for a day of food-fun-old friends, old times 
and relive those great memories associated with your 
service. 
      Date: Saturday, 7 August 2010 
      Time: 12:00 to 6:00 PM 
      Location: Brown & Lynch American Legion Post No. 9 
                     2260 Corriere Drive 
                     Palmer Township, PA 18045 
      Cost: $25.00 adult 
               $18.00 children (under 16 years of age) 
   Cost includes: Hot dogs, hamburgers, BBQ chicken, 
potato salad, macaroni salad baked beans and beer. 
   Attendees are encouraged to bring a covered dessert 
dish. 
   Mixed drinks and other beverages will be available from 
a well stocked bar. 
   Direct all inquiries to: 
     Frank Kolnos: fkolnos@msn.com or 610-258-1327 
     Ken Winters: kawin1223@rcn.com or 610-393-6656 
    John Geisheimer  Geisheimer@us.army.mil or  
                                 908-689-1355 

Reservations required by NLT 1 July 2010 
 

http://www.117th-cav.org/
http://www.117th-cav.org/
http://www.117th-cav.org/
mailto:fkolnos@msn.com
mailto:kawin1223@rcn.com
mailto:Geisheimer@us.army.mil


 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

AMERICAN FLAGS ON DISPLAY IN GRILL ROOM 
 

The Essex Troop Association was presented with three different flags that were flown over combat areas of Iraq in support 

of the GWOT (Global War on Terrorism) by members the 1/102d Cavalry (Essex Troop) and the JASG-C NJARNG.  They 
now decorate our ñOLD GLORY WALLò in the COL Marshall Grill room at the West Orange Armory. We are eternally 
grateful to the brave soldiers and all personnel of the Armed Forces who have given so unselfishly of themselves in the 
cause of freedom around the world.  May God look after them and protect them wherever they serve. 
 

OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM 
ñSo that all shall know, this flag was flown in the face of the enemy, illuminated 
in the darkest night by the light of justice.  It proudly bore steadfast witness to  
the dawning of a new era of freedom for those who have never known it, bravely 
led by those who would give their life for it.  It was flown at Forward Operating  
Base Camp BUCCA, Iraq on 1May 2009 for    THE ESSEX TROOP  
Your support and dedication was truly remarkable. It was an honor to carry  
your legacy forward.ò 
 
First Sergeant John E Krauss III             Captain Adam Kama 
HQ Troop 1-102 Cavalry                       Commander HQ Troop 1-102 Cavalry 
Camp Bucca, Iraq                                   Camp Bucca, Iraq 
 

ñThis is to certify that this flag, a symbol of the freedom and resolve of the United States 
of America, was flown over the United States Embassy Baghdad, Iraq on November 20, 
2008.  Presented to THE ESSEX TROOP. 
  This flag was flown in the face of the enemy and bears witness to the strength and 
resolve of the American Spirit. This flag represents the sustained sacrifices of the 
American Soldier and the willingness and depth of the values of honor, duty and selfless 
sacrifice.  This flag honors those who made the ultimate sacrifice in the war against 
terrorism and those whose lives will forever be changed as a result of the American 
Soldier fighting spirit displayed during Operation Iraqi Freedom.ò 
 
David P Kenna, CSM, USA                              Steven Ferrari, COL, FA, USA 
Command Sergeant Major                              JASG-C Commanding    
 

 

ñThe flag that accompanies this letter flew over Camp Bucca in Southern Iraq from 
January 1, 2009 until May 19, 2009.  It was raised each day by soldiers of the Facilities 
and Engineering Team 102d Cavalry NJ Army National Guard.  With appropriate 
ceremony this flag was raised each morning, and lowered at the completion of the duty 
day. So as you may understand it is not a ceremonial flag that was run up and down the 
flag pole. Because of an international agreement many American Flags were displayed 
on flag poles with a limited height of 18 feet.  The soldiers made a make shift pole from 
available equipment, which allowed for a display of this flag at a height of 28 feet where it 
was visible outside the Camp enclosure.  Therefore, it is with great pleasure that I present 
this flag to the ESSEX TROOP.  May it be an everlasting reminder of the unselfish 
service of the men and women of the Facilities and Engineering Team of the 102d 
Cavalry in Camp Bucca, Iraq September 2008 until May 2009.ò     
                                                                                                                         
Respectfully, Walter Hill, SFC, USA (Ret) 
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2010 102nd MUSTER 
 
 On 27 March Troopers from all of the units that carry the heritage of the 102

nd
 Cavalry-ñEssex Troopò gathered at the West 

Orange Armory to meet old friends, make new ones, share stories and just have a good time. The Association hopes to 
make this an annual event. 
Photos courtesy of Dennis Dougherty, Lou Dulfer, Jim Cowap 

 

The assembled Troopers attending the Muster. The 102nd Cavalry Commander, LTC Ed Chrystal 
and his Sergeant Major, CSM Thomas Decker are seated bottom row center. 

The 2010 Essex Troop Scholarship Program was announced in a special mailing in April 2010. The scholarship 

program has six $500.00 scholarships available for the membership, family members of the Trooper (spouse, children 
and grand children), soldiers assigned to the 102d Cavalry and 50

th
 BSB. As of May 26, there are only three 

applications on hand. The filing deadline has been extended until June 16, 2010. Applications are available on line at 
the Essex Troop site (http://www.essextroop.org/), or call the office any Wednesday evening at 973-736-0952, or 
email Walter Hill at hillw5307@yahoo.com and we will send an application on immediately. The award of the 
scholarship is based on scholastic merit. The application process is simple and could be worth $500. 
 

2010 Troop Scholarship Program 
 

 

http://www.essextroop.org/
mailto:hillw5307@yahoo.com
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102
nd

 Historical Photos 
 

  

The photos below are of George King who passed on to Fiddlerôs Green last November. 

 

    Essex Troop Membership Application  

 
Date ______________ 
 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________
____ 
                      Last                                                  First                                                         MI 
 
Home Address: __________________________________________________________ 
                                                 Street                                                  City                              State        Zip  
 
Home Phone: ______-______-__________            Cell:  ______-_____-_________ 
 
Email address: _________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Birth: ________________        Place of Birth: 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Spouseôs Name: ______________________________________________________  
 
Highest Rank Held:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Unit(s) Assigned: _________________________________years:______________  
                        
                               _________________________________          ______________ 
 
                               _________________________________          ______________ 
     

 Return Completed Application with check for $15.00 to: 
 

THE ESSEX TROOP 
1315 Pleasant Valley Way 
West Orange, NJ 07052 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiddlerôs Green 
 
 

Francis "Frank" E. Fowler, 89, passed away January 17, 
2010. He began his military service with Essex Troop, 
102nd Cavalry, Troop A of the New Jersey National Guard 
and called to active duty in January, 1941. He served 
during WWII in Africa, Italy, France and Germany with the 
117

th
 Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz). 

CW5 Richard Monus, 61, passed away on April 7, 2010. 
He served in Viet Nam aboard the USS America. He also 
served with the 42

nd
 DISCOM and the 5-117

th
 Cavalry. 

 
COL Harold J. Samsel, 99, peacefully passed  away on 
April 7, 2010, He served during WWII with the 117th 
Mechanized Cavalry and received a Bronze Star. 
 
Doctor William T. Haley, DSC, French Legion of Honor, 
passed away on Saturday, Sept. 19, 2009. During World 
War II, he served as the medical officer in the 102nd 
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mechanized). His unit 
landed at Normandy on D-Day +2, and proceeded toward 
Paris. On the outskirts of the French capital on Aug. 25, 
1944, his squadron was engaged in a fierce fight with the 
enemy. Documentation of the events on that day state that 
with disregard for his personal safety, and armed with only 
a white flag and his medical kit, Dr. Haley walked onto the 
"no-man's land" between the lines and began to attend the 
wounded. He then marched straight to the German line, 
and demanded to speak to the commanding officer, with 
whom he worked out a deal - he would be allowed to 
removed the injured U.S. soldiers for treatment, and in 
return he would attend to the wounded Germans as well. 
The bargain struck, the wounded were removed to Dr. 
Haley's treatment tent, and the battle resumed. For his 
heroism, he received the Distinguished Service Cross, the 
nation's second highest military award. 
 
SSG (Ret) Robert Tambini, 70,  passed away on March 
11,  2010. He served 27 years and was a full time 
technician with the 3-113

th
 Inf, 2-102

nd
 Armor, 5-102

nd
 

Armor and Hqs 
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Photo Project 
 

The troop has started a project of displaying in the West 

Orange armory photos of units of The Essex Troop. Original 
photos come in many different sizes. So we are scanning 
the photos then printing new ones either 5 by 7 or 8 by 10. 
We have put up about a dozen photos so far. The response 
has been great.  
   We are looking primarily for photos of troops in training or 
unit pictures. We will welcome pictures from any time period, 
but we are very short of pictures from the 50ôs and 60ôs.and 
90ô and 00ôs  
   All photos donated will be returned. Please contact the 
Troop office. 
 

May 28, 2010 Associated Press  

 
Retired Navy Lt. John Finn -- the first American to receive 

America's highest military award for defending Sailors 
under a torrent of gunfire during the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor -- died Thursday. He was 100.  
   Finn was the oldest of 97 Medal of Honor recipients from 
World War II still living. He died at a nursing home for 
veterans in Chula Vista, outside San Diego, according to a 
Navy statement.  
   Despite head wounds and other injuries, Finn, the chief 
of ordnance for an air squadron, continuously fired a .50-
caliber machine gun from an exposed position as bullets 
and bombs pounded the Naval Air Station at Kaneohe Bay 
on Oahu. He then supervised the rearming of returning 
American planes.  
   "Here they're paying you for doing your duty, and that's 
what I did," Finn told The Associated Press before his 
100th birthday. "I never intended to be a hero. But on Dec. 
7, by God, we're in a war."  
   President Obama said "his modesty does not diminish 
his extraordinary conduct or the incredible example he has 
set for our men and women in uniform and for all 
Americans."  
   "I had the privilege of meeting Lt. Finn last year, and I 
was struck by his warmth and humility," Obama said in a 
statement from the White House.  
   Finn, who enlisted in the Navy just before his 17th 
birthday, received the Medal of Honor on Sept. 15, 1942.  
   He later served as a limited-duty officer specializing in 
anti-aircraft guns in San Diego, Hawaii, Washington, 
Panama and aboard aircraft carriers, the Navy said.  
   Finn retired in 1956 after three decades of service, but 
he continued to help young Sailors and stayed active in 
Navy organizations, Lt. Aaron Kakiel said.  
 

Oldest WWII  

Medal Of Honor 

 Recipient Dies at 100 
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