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President's Message 
 

Fellow Troopers, 

I hope and pray that everyone had a wonderful Christmas 
Season and is enjoying the New Year. This past holiday 
season I had the opportunity to observe firsthand the 
greatness of America. As many of you know I am presently 
on an active duty tour with the 10

th
 Mountain Division 

(Light) in Kandahar, Afghanistan until next November. In 
the immediate area there are 10-15 thousand American 
Service Men and Women. Beginning in late November the 
Christmas packages started to arrive. At the peck the Air 
Force was flying in 100,000 pounds of personal mail for the 
Southern Region of Afghanistan each day. This in itself is a 
remarkable achievement. Here in the headquarters we 
received mail from family and friends, which is expected, 
but what is remarkable is the amount of mail addressed to 
ñAny Soldierò.  The daily mail was stacked each day, 
broken down by section and then there was an equal stack 
for ñAny Soldierò. We received packages from all over 
America, from retirement groups, grade school children, 
church groups and many other community organizations. 
They werenôt small well meaning packages, but boxes 
weighing at 40 pounds or more. The contents were as 
varied as the places the boxes came from, candy, coffee, 
health and comfort items, home baked cookies and letters 
and greeting cards. 
   The letters from the children were the best; a major effort 
here was made to answer when possible, the letters from 
the children. Most of these were made in the classrooms, or 
at the church group meetings.  Many of these homemade 
cards and letters were so touching in their innocent creation 
that I had to save many of them. I just couldnôt throw them 
out, some day maybe, but not right now. The messages 
came from the hearts and minds of so many young 
children.  One amazing observation is how much the young 
4

th
 and 5

th
 graders understand about whatôs going on over 

here. They asked knowledgeable questions about 
Afghanistan and our service. Others wanted to know if we 
were as good as the soldiers in the video games, my 
answer was no, the young soldiers here are better. I am 
working with several Coalition Officers from different 
European countries. These men are amazed at how much 
support we receive from home, they are also thankful for 
the support from the States.   

 
 

 

The Essex Troop Association 
1315 Pleasant Valley Way 
West Orange, NJ 07052 
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st
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

EVENT / MEETING                                  DATE  
 
Annual Business Meting                           16 April 2011 
West Orange Armory                                         1300 Hrs 
 

Personally, I received numerous cards and personal 
wishes from many of the members and for this I am 
personally grateful. Thank you America, because of your 
support life here in Afghanistan just a little easier. 
 
With gratitude, 
 

Fide et Fortitudine 
Walter J. Hill 
President 
 

mailto:etroop@verizon.net
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Commanderôs Notes  
102

nd
 Cavalry 

 
 
Greetings to all fellow Troopers and their families.   

     We wish you all a healthy and prosperous 2011 ! 
     First and foremost, I would like to wish Command 
Sergeant Major Thomas Decker all the best of luck in 
his new assignment.  I would like you all to join me in 
welcoming Command Sergeant Major Christopher 
Sheridan to the 1-102 CAV as the new Command 
Sergeant Major. 
     A Change of Responsibility Ceremony was 
conducted at the Headquarters in Westfield where CSM 
Decker was Knighted into the Order of St. George.  He 
was presented the medal by the Squadron Commander.  
CSM Decker gave a heartfelt ñgood-byeò speech and 
words of wisdom to the Squadron Formation upon 
passing the colors.  A special ñthank youò goes out to 
BG (Ret) Frank Dulfer for his attendance at the event 
and his continued support of the Squadron. 
     Our new S-3, Major Dave Melendez and his 
assistant, Captain Joe McNamara, traveled to Fort A.P. 
Hill, VA with other representatives throughout the 50

th
 

IBCT to conduct a recon for our upcoming Annual 
Training period.  2011 will find the 1-102

 
CAV 

conducting Annual Training alongside all the Battalions 
and the HQ of the 50

th
 Infantry Brigade Combat Team in 

August.   
     Other exciting events on the horizon include the 
Squadronôs participation once again in the Union 
County St. Patrickôs Day Parade on Saturday, March 
12.  We marched in the Parade last year and our HHT 
Commander, Captain Joe DeSantis, maintained 
relations with the parade committee, who welcome us 
back with open arms. 
     Please join me in congratulating former Executive 
Officers of the Squadron, Bill Morris and Tim Coakley, 
on their recent selection to Lieutenant Colonel by the 
Department of the Army Reserve Component LTC 
Promotion Board. 
     The Squadronôs training continues to ramp up as we 
progress through the ARFORGEN cycle towards future 
missions.  SFC Snook has taken on the reigns as our 
Squadron Master Gunner and is developing a training 
program to develop Troop Master Gunners and cycle 
the Troops through Scout Gunnery Tables. 
     We wish you all well and look forward to our  joint 
endeavors and social events. 

 

ñSHOW óEM THE WAY!ò 

 
 

LTC Edward Chrystal 
Commander 
1st Squadron, 102nd Cavalry Regiment, 50th IBCT 
 

Officer and Trustee 
Elections 

 
 The 2011 Election of Officers and Trustees will occur at the 
April 2011 General Meeting on Saturday April 16. The 
offices that will be up for election will be for the TWO (2) 
Trustee positions whose term expires this year. Interested 
candidate may notify the Chair, of the Nomination 
Committee in writing, prior to the 1

st
 of March this year.  All 

eligible candidates must be in compliance with section 5 of 
the Constitution and Bylaws of the Essex Troop, which is 
abstracted and set forth below. Letters of nomination 
should reflect that the candidate meets the aforementioned 
criteria 

 

Section 5.  Election of Officers and Trustees will take place 
at the April business meeting during even numbered years.  
Nominations for the Offices of President, Vice-President 
and Trustees will be submitted in writing to the Chairman of 
the Nominating Committee not later than March 1.  
Nominations submitted after March 1 will not be accepted.  
The Chair will review each nomination and that the 
candidates meet the following criteria: 

a) The candidate has been a dues paying member for five 
(5) years. 

b) The candidate has paid dues for three (3) years 
preceding nomination, Life members excluded. 

c) The candidate has been an active participant in the 
meetings and social functions of the Troop for the 
preceding three (3) years. 

d) The candidate is willing to devote the time in the 
performance of his office. 

e) Candidates for the office of Trustee shall be Life 
Members. 

The Chair of the Nominating Committee will notify the 
membership in writing no later than the 1st of April as to the 
names of the candidates conforming with the Articles and 
Sections of the Constitution and By-Laws. 

The chair of the Nomination Committee is LTC (Ret) 
Michael J. Renahan. Letters of nomination should be 
addressed to the chair of the nomination committee and 
may be sent to the Troop offices or may also be sent 
electronically to renahanmj@aol.com. 
 
 

Lunch and Refreshments  
will be served following the meeting. 
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102
nd

 Cavalry Association Holiday Party 
 

On Sunday, December 19, 2010 The Essex Troop held its annual Holiday party at the West Orange 
Armory. Approximately 100 retired and current Troopers and their guests attended. This was the first 
event for many of the old-timers to meet many of the Troopers who currently serve in the 1st Squadron, 
102nd Cavalry. As always the food was terrific, the beer was cold and there was a great sense of 
comraderie. 
 

 

MAJ Walter Gill has an animated conversation with 
Maribeth Dulfer. 

 

MSG (Ret) Dave Vanbenschoten and his wife Trish. 
Dave traveled from Texas to join us for the 
occasion. 

 

COL (Ret) Lenorad Lusky, left and SFC (Ret) 
Richard Thompson 

 

The Troop displayed our new National. State and 
Organizational colors for the first time. 



                                                            
 
 
                                                                                                                      
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Troopers Story -  

By Henry Niese 
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I was in the Junior Essex Troop 1941 ï 43,  and then, at 

age 18, joined Troop óAô, first platoon, 102
nd

 Cavalry, NJSG 
(NJ State Guard) operating out of the Roseville Ave. 
Armory, and the West Orange Armory when on maneuvers 
in the South Mountain Reservation. 
   My brother Ben and I were still in the Jr. Troop when the 
horses came back from Ft. Jackson after the federalized 
troop was mechanized. Some of the horses were stressed 
out from the long ride on the train and were hard to handle 
and ride. One was used to a box stall and nearly killed my 
brother when he was put in a standard stall. 60 years later, 
when troop members, to be honored for those 300 days in 
combat, took the bus ride to Ft. Jackson, SC in 2001 for the 
plaque dedication. Some of the class of ô41 ï Bill Maloney 
and Manny Ferri ï when they learned that I had taken care 
of their mounts in the Armory, wanted to know if I 
remembered them and taken good care of them. They were 
still sentimental about them. My brother actually 
remembered two of those horsesô names. 
   In Troop óAô, 1

st
 platoon, 102

nd
 Cav, I was issued a 

Thompson M1928. Most of the men were armed with riot 
shotguns, 1903s, or older TSMGs since the war effort was 
taking the rest. We ran drills and maneuvers mounted, 
either in the Reservation or in the Armories,  
unless we were on foot,  reconnaissance, gas drills, or on 
the range. Many of the troopers, including me, were 
disappointed at not being selected for overseas duty. As my 
family had a long service record going back to the 
Revolution,  I was determined to serve any way I could.  
   To my limited knowledge, only one man was killed in the 
outfit during my service. We were on maneuvers on South 
Mountain, trying to ride up a steep wooded slope. He was 
killed by having a horse fall on top of him. There were a 
number of accidents and a few broken bones. Some guys 
even showed up for drill wearing casts. It was scary fun, 
doing column-of-fours or 
column-of-squads through the fields & woods, the 
Thompson gun 
banging at my back at the trot or canter. I still have a 
horseshoe-shaped scar on the back of my head. Knocked 
me clean out, getting kicked in the head. Solid bone, thank 
goodness. 
   The 1

st
 platoon sergeant was Dick Deans. One hot 

summer day in 1944 he took the platoon for a dismounted 
hike all the way to the south end of the Reservation. He 
encouraged us by reminding us how tough it was for the 
102 and 117 at that time in France. I was smart enough to 
take 2 canteens, and on the way back guys were begging 
me for a sip of water. Charley Flynnôs bar stood at the 
corner of Northfield & Pleasant Valley. As we straggled past 
it on the way back, Dickie Deans jokingly said, ñFall out for 
beer.ò He shoulda known better. 
   In two seconds the bar was three-deep in troopers, Dickie 
outside screaming, ñFall in!ò and finally, ñOh hell!ò He came 
in and had one. 

Niese, cont'd. 

Dick may be one of the few who got strafed by a Zero after 
the War was over. In August 1945 he was in the CBI (China 
Burma India Theater of Operations). Neither the Japs or the 
Americans knew the War was over, they were so isolated, 
so when the Zero strafed them the Americans shot him 
down. 
   Going into Roseville Ave. Armory was like going into a 
cavalry museum. There were mementos of Essex Troop 
history in war and peace everywhere. In the locker room 
downstairs was a 4 foot piece of ash about six inches in 
diameter. One end had been ground down to a sharp angle 
by being dragged over roads. A placard said that this was a 
memento of when a Gatling gun wheel had broken at Indian 
Town Gap Reservation, where the Troop went on 
maneuvers in the old days, and an inventive trooper had 
rigged up the caisson so it could still be used, missing one 
wheel. 
   The six foot-high wainscoting in the bar had a shelf full of 
equestrian and shooting match silver cups. A couple had 
.45 caliber bullet holes in them where an unidentified officer 
had tried to kill a mouse with his 1911 one inebriated night. 
   Occasionally, old troopers who had served during World 
War One and even earlier on Woodrow Wilsonôs Honor 
Guard would show up at the Armory to reminisce with us 
youngsters. The four I remember are Sid Valentine, Joe 
Lecour, Duke Decker and Cyril Staudinger. All of them had 
served in France, I believe. They were particularly 
interested in teaching us the old Essex Troop songs, some 
of which are not suitable for mixed company, songs about 
racy women, Indian girls, and certain socially incorrect 
situations. 
The lines from one may give the flavor: 
 ñWith bashful, mean and wary look  
           She led him to a cozy nook ----.ò 
 
 Probably the least objectionable one was ñFarmer Boy.ò 
   ñI was a farmer boy pitchin up the hay. 
            Worked from the crack of dawn 
    Till the end of day. 
    Along came a captain in the Cavalry 
     And said to me ñmy boy would you like to follow 
me.ò 
                             Chorus 
              High laced boots, troopers on a spree 
      If youôre rough enough & tough enough 
      You can join the Cavalry. 
 
    So I joined the outfit in the month of May 
            They taught me how to salute & always sir to say 
            They gave me a pistol a rifle & some boots 
    & sent me down to Sea Girt to teach me how to 
shoot. 
When we were dismissed from duty, we would congregate 
in Johnny Teevanôs ñClipper Shipò bar next to the Armory 
and the old guys would regale us with songs & stories over 
beer and Cokes. One of the memorable ones was about the 
Essex Troop riding Honor Guard for Wilsonôs Inauguration 
in 1917. The Troop mounted up early in the morning that 
day, and was required to stay mounted all day. About 
noontime troopers were crying for a break to relieve  
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Niese, cont'd. 

 
themselves. The First Sergeant came riding down through 
the ranks, commanding everyone to ñPiss in your boots. 
Thatôs what theyôre there for!ò And thatôs what they did, 
according to the old-timers. 
   After the War, I joined the 117

th
  Mecz. Cavalry, in the 

West Orange Armory. I worked in the motor pool under a 
crusty but sweet master sergeant named Lou Draskell, who 
regaled us with stories of the North Africa invasion as we 
worked on 6x6s, M-8s, and half-tracks. I was briefly Col. 
Francis Skidmoreôs driver, and he signed my Honorable 
Discharge in 1949. 
   For years I was ashamed at not being worthy enough to 
serve overseas. I finally realized that I had done what I 
could. I am proud to say that I was and am a member of the 
Essex Troop. 
 

 

Fiddlerôs Green 
 
  Donald W (Mac) McAvoy, Colonel (Ret), USA died on December 10, 2010.He retired in 1971 after 

32 years of service.  He entered the service in New Jersey with the 102
nd

 Cavalry Regiment. As a 
member of the Regular Army, he was a 1942 graduate of the U.S. Cavalry School at Ft. Riley, 
Kansas, Armored School, Command and General Staff College and the Armed Forces Staff College. 
During World War II, COL. McAvoy served as Intelligence Officer of the 102

nd
 Cavalry Squadron, 

landing in Normandy on Omaha Beach on D-Day.  He participated in the liberation of Paris, the Battle 
of the Bulge and the liberation of Czechoslovakia. 
   Following World War II, Col. McAvoy entered the Foreign Service as a Vice Consul in Berlin,          
Germany, where his future wife, Kathleen, was serving as secretary to the U.S. Ambassador.       
   During the Korean War, COL. McAvoy was recalled to active duty.  In his long and varied military 
career, he served as Command and Staff Officer in several armored units, the Logistical Advisor to the 
11

th
 Airborne Division of the Korean Army, and advisor to the Office of the Chief of Staff for 

Intelligence at the Pentagon during the Vietnam War.  
   He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Kathleen, daughters Marilyn McAvoy Bergman (Robert), 
Patricia L. Swanson (David), three grandchildren, James (Joan), Jenna and Jacob Swanson, and a 
great-grandson, Oliver Swanson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dues Notice 
 
 

 Annual dues are due January 1 of each year. If you have 

not yet sent in your dues, please renew your membership 
as soon as possible. Send in your $15.00 to the attention of 
the Membership Committee.   
 

Annual Dues Notice 

 

MG Bruce Jacobs  WASHINGTON (Jan. 14, 2011) ð NGAUS was informed today of the peaceful 
passing Thursday of retired Maj. Gen. Bruce Jacobs, former executive director of the Historical 
Society of the Militia and National Guard (now the National Guard Educational Foundation). He died in 
Maryland at the age of 85 after a long illness. He was also former chief historian at NGAUS. He will be 
interred at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia. More information, including details about his life 
and schedule of services, will be available soon. 
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102
nd

 Historical Photos 
 

The photos below are of the Regiment at Canton, NY, 1942 

Photo Project 
 

The troop has started a project of displaying in the West Orange armory photos of units of The Essex Troop. Original 

photos come in many different sizes. So we are scanning the photos then printing new ones either 5 by 7 or 8 by 10. We 
have put up about a dozen photos so far. The response has been great.  
   We are looking primarily for photos of troops in training or unit pictures. We will welcome pictures from any time period, 
but we are very short of pictures from the 50ôs and 60ôs.and 90ô and 00ôs  
   All photos donated will be returned. Please contact the Troop office. 
 

 

This Trooper is identified as Al Robbins 

 

 

 


